Roger Peter Smits
January 20, 1941 - April 19, 2022

Roger Peter Smits, 81, of Prosper, TX, passed away peacefully in his home
on Tuesday, April 19, 2022 in Prosper, TX. Roger was born January 20, 1941
in Green Bay, WI to Peter A. Smits and Henrietta Vanden Elzen. Roger
married Rita Caiazzo on March 4th, 1961 in Verona, Italy.

Roger proudly served in the Army for five years. During his life, he lived in
Green Bay, WI, Lexington, KY, and lastly in Prosper, TX. While in the service
he lived in Italy, and traveled there many times throughout his life. Roger
owned his own business, RPS BARGE COMPANY, for twenty five years. He
retired in 2008. He was a member of the Knights of Columbus and a faithful
member to St. Gabriel the Archangel Catholic Church in McKinney, TX.

Roger was a liscensed private and recreational pilot. He will take his final flight
home. His family will love and miss him and cherish their memories.

Roger is survived by his wife, Rita of Prosper, TX; Sisters Florance Heim of
De Pere, WI, Rosemary Mangin and husband Lyle of Reedsville, WI, Laverne
Heezen of De Pere, WI; Sisters-In-Law Hazel, Gen, & Junella Smits of De
Pere, WI; Daughters, Cynthia Dunn and husband Gary of McKinney, TX, and
Patricia Phillips and husband Steve of Mill Spring, NC; five grandchildren,
Christine Taylor and husband, Lance of McKinney, TX, Ryan Dunn of
McKinney, TX, Casey Dunn and wife, Taylor of McKinney, TX, Trent Dunn of



McKinney, TX, and Austin Reynolds and wife Taylor of Louisville, KY; three
great-grandkids, Kennady and Presley Taylor, and Aria Dunn.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Peter and Henrietta Smits; his four
brothers, Harold, Roland, Merlin, and Edward Smits; his brothers-in-law Irvin
Heim & Henry Hezzen; and sister-in-law Lynn Smits.

Visitation will be 5:00PM-6:00PM, Thursday, April 21, 2022 at Slay Memorial
Chapel in Aubrey, TX. A graveside service will be at 2:00PM, Friday, April 22,
2022 at Ridgeview West Memorial Park, 12130 Peaceful Lane in Frisco, TX
with Deacon John Rapier officiating. Condolences may be shared at www.slay
memorialfuneralhome.com.

Arrangements are under the direction of Terri Slay and Slay Memorial Funeral
Center.



Cemetery Details

Ridgeview West Memorial Park

12130 Peaceful Lane

Frisco, TX 75034
https://www.turrentinejacksonmorrow.com/ce
metery-memorial-parks/ridgeview-west-memo
rial-park

Previous Events
Visitation

APR 21. 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM (CT)

Slay Memorial Chapel of Aubrey

400 South Highway 377

Aubrey, TX 76227
info@slaymemorial.com
http://www.slaymemorialfuneralhome.com

Graveside Service

APR 22. 2:00 PM (CT)

Ridgeview West Memorial Park

12130 Peaceful Lane

Frisco, TX 75034
https://www.turrentinejacksonmorrow.com/cemetery-memorial-parks/ridgeview-west-memorial-
park
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Tribute Wall

https.//youtu.be/JbY Bilw9kQ
This is the link to the YouTube video photo montage for my Grampa.

Casey Dunn - April 22, 2022 at 11:30 AM

So sorry to hear about Uncle Rodger. Was such a gentle loving
man. | couldn’t have asked for a better godfather. Every time we
had a change to see each other, it was like we were never away
from each other. Such a sad passing. Love you all. Dale and Lori

smits

dale smits - April 21, 2022 at 06:10 PM

Dear Laverne and all: | am sorry to hear of Roger's passing and |
hope you are all doing well in this sad time. Godspeed to Roger and
to his family, and | hope that you all stay safe and well in these
trying times. Barbara Smits, De Pere

Barbara Smits - April 21, 2022 at 06:01 PM

Sorry for your loss "

l

Randy Smits - April 21, 2022 at 11:47 AM


https://youtu.be/JbY_Bilw9kQ

Julie (Heezen) Beining lit a candle in memory I

of Roger Peter Smits

Julie (Heezen) Beining - April 21, 2022 at 09:28 AM

Loved talking with Uncle Roger when he was in Wisconsin. The
accent of his Italian times were my only exposure to Italy, other than
Aunt Rita. love and prayers to the family from John & NANCY
Metzler(Heim)

Nancy Metzler - April 20, 2022 at 06:37 PM



